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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory. period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 13 April 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) KI Claim(s) 13-30 and 70-79 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 80-94 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 13-30J8and79 is/are rejected. 

7) S Claim(s) 70-77 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Preliminary Note: Claims 80-94 are withdrawn as being addressed to a non-elected 
invention. Withdrawal is made without traverse. Claims 13-30 and 70-79 are examined on the 
merits. Examiner concurs that if claim 13 is allowed, then withdrawn claims 80-94 will be re- 
instated and examined on the merits, provided that they are not amended so as to raise a new 
basis for restriction. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 13-30 and 78-79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 13: It is not clear if a relationship exists or does not exist between the "first 
amount of funds" and the "second amount of funds". The specification indicates that various 
relationships exist between the first amount of funds and the second amount of funds, but the 
claim does not make clear whether the disclosed relationship does exist or does not exist, or what 
the relationship would be if it does exist. 

Claims 14-30: Depend on claim 13. 

Claims 78-79: Depend on claim 13. Note that these claims do not clarify whether a 
relationship exists or does not exist between the first and second amount of funds, and hence the 
rejection is applied to these dependent claims. 

Claims 70-77 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 
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Claims 13-30 and 78-79 would be allowed if written to overcome the rejection under 35 
USC 112, second paragraph. 
Remarks 

Applicant's arguments of January 2, 2007 have been considered, and are relevant to the 
issues raised herein. Applicant's fundamental argument is that the original specification allows 
for the first amount of funds to either be related or not related to the second amount of funds, and 
that the claims are not inconsistent with what the specification permits. In support of this 
assertion, applicant quotes from page 18 of the original specification, where a controller 
transmits an aggregate amount to vendors. 

However, this quotation merely describes how the funds are transmitted , and does not 
answer the question of whether the first amount of funds can be related to the second amount of 
funds. 

While the examiner does agree that the specification teaches various relations between 
the first amount and second amount of funds, examiner does not find any suggestion in the 
original specification that the two funds can be devoid of relationship. Since the claims do not 
clearly indicate whether or not such relation exists, and the specification does indicate such 
relation to exist, the scope of the claim becomes uncertain and ambiguous. See MPEP 2173.03: 
"Although the terms of a claim may appear to be definite, inconsistency with the specification 
disclosure or prior art teachings may make an otherwise definite claim take on an unreasonable 
degree of uncertainty. In re Cohn, 438 F.2d 989, 169 USPQ 95 (CCPA 1971); In re Hammack, 
All F.2d 1378, 166 USPQ 204 (CCPA 1970)." Also see MPEP 2172.01: "In addition, a claim 
which fails to interrelate essential elements of the invention as defined by applicant(s) in the 
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specification may be rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, for failure to point out and 
distinctly claim the invention. See In re Venezia, 530 F.2d 956, 189 USPQ 149 (CCPA 1976); In 
re Collier, 397 F.2d 1003, 158 USPQ 266 (CCPA 1968)." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sam Rimell at 
telephone number (571) 272-4084. 




Sam Rimell 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2164 



